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Seoul Theological University

B Address: 52, Hohyeon-ro 489beon-gil, Bucheon-si, Gyeonggi-do, 14754, Rep.of KOREA
B Website: www.stu.ac.kr

I . Introduction to Seoul Theological University Graduate School

o The Graduate School of the University consists of a total of eight divisions:
the Graduate School, the Theological Seminary, the Professional Theological
Seminary, the Graduate School of Counseling, the Graduate School of
Preaching, the Graduate School of Church Growth, the Graduate School of
Global Management Convergence, and the Graduate School of Biblical
Studies.

o

The degree programs offered include six doctoral programs—Doctor of
Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Theology, Social Welfare, Church Music, and IT
Convergence (under the Graduate School), as well as Doctor of Theology
(Th.D.) and Counseling Psychology (under the Professional Theological
Seminary). In addition, the University offers nine fields of study at the
master’ s level, comprising a total of 27 programs, including Theology
(M.Div., Th.M., M.A., M.T.S.), Missiology (Th.M., M.A.), Church Music, Music,
Christian Education, Social Welfare, Early Childhood Education and Care, IT
Convergence, and Counseling Psychology (Th.M., M.A.).

o In response to the rapidly changing dynamics of contemporary society, the
Graduate School emphasizes the cultivation of specialized competencies
through the proactive acceptance of diverse academic disciplines and an
experimental spirit of inquiry into new fields. Through the research of a
highly qualified faculty with advanced academic expertise in Christian
scholarship—both in theory and application—the University fosters the
integration of academic study and practical ministry. Furthermore, it seeks
to develop the character and leadership of Christian leaders and to nurture
internationally minded professionals through academic exchange and
collaborative research with universities both in Korea and abroad.

_8_



II.

o

1.

Overview of the Graduate R&D Program

In the era of digital transformation, artificial intelligence, data, and software
technologies have emerged as core drivers of competitiveness across
industry, economy, and public sectors. Accordingly, there is a growing
demand for research-oriented professionals who can define problems and
solve them through systematic research and development (R&D). The
Graduate R&D Program of the IT Convergence Department is designed to
cultivate such research-driven talent through systems thinking and
technological convergence.

This graduate R&D program is based on an educational philosophy that
emphasizes the research process itself as the core of learning, rather than
focusing solely on research outcomes. Through interdisciplinary research
encompassing Computer Engineering, Artificial Intelligence, and Data
Science, students develop independent research capabilities while fostering
ethical, responsible, and sustainable research practices.

Furthermore, the program supports engagement with the global research
community through English-taught courses and research supervision.
Graduate students follow a structured growth pathway from foundational
skill development to advanced research and tangible research outputs,
enabling them to become highly competitive professionals capable of
addressing complex challenges in diverse global fields.

Participating Department and Fields of Study

The Graduate R&D Program is offered by the Department of IT
Convergence, an interdisciplinary department designed to systematically
educate and research key technologies required in the digital transformation
era. The department consists of three specialized fields—Computer
Engineering, Artificial Intelligence, and Data Science—and operates an
integrated R&D education system that promotes problem-solving-oriented
research beyond single-discipline boundaries.

_9_



o

o

Computer Engineering serves as the technological foundation of the
department, focusing on advanced research in software and system
infrastructures. Core research areas include operating systems, computer
architecture, networks, databases, distributed systems, cloud computing, and
information security. The program emphasizes performance, reliability, and
scalability in large-scale and high-performance computing environments,
preparing students for research and development roles in academia and
industry.

Artificial Intelligence focuses on cutting-edge research in intelligent systems,
including machine learning, deep learning, reinforcement learning, and
advanced algorithm design. Emphasis is placed on data-driven model training
and performance validation across application areas such as image
recognition, natural language processing, prediction, and decision-support
systems. Ethical AI research addressing fairness, transparency, and
trustworthiness is also a core component of the curriculum.

Data Science aims to develop comprehensive research capabilities covering
data collection, preprocessing, analysis, visualization, and modeling. By
integrating statistical methodologies with computer engineering techniques,
students extract meaningful insights from large-scale and complex datasets
and conduct research in  predictive analytics and data-driven
decision-making. Close collaboration with Computer Engineering and Al
enables truly interdisciplinary and convergent research.

. Curriculum and Research Execution Framework

The curriculum and research framework of the IT Convergence Department
Is structured in a progressive and interconnected manner to systematically
develop R&D competencies. Beginning with foundational theory, students
advance through specialized coursework to research execution and outcome
generation, engaging in R&D-centered education from the early stages of
the program.

_10_
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The department adopts research-oriented teaching methods based on
problem-based and project-based learning. Through faculty-supervised
laboratory research, students experience the entire research lifecycle,
including topic selection, experimental design, data analysis, and academic
writing. Advanced research infrastructure and experimental facilities support
hands-on research in real-world environments.

In addition, interdisciplinary collaboration and partnerships with industry,
research institutions, and local communities facilitate the dissemination of
research outcomes into practical and societal applications. Research
participation is closely linked to career development, enabling outcomes to
translate into academic publications, employment, and further academic
advancement within a sustainable R&D ecosystem.

. Expected Outcomes and Vision of the Department

The IT Convergence Department provides international students with
interdisciplinary education and research opportunities across Computer
Engineering, Artificial Intelligence, and Data Science, enabling them to
acquire broad expertise and globally recognized research capabilities. This
foundation supports their development into highly skilled global digital
professionals.

The department actively strengthens global research competencies through
English-taught courses, international conference participation, and global
research trend seminars. Research outcomes are expanded into international
journal publications and collaborative research projects, providing strong
credentials for careers in academia, industry, and public sectors worldwide.

Moreover, through industry-linked research and collaborative projects,
international students gain firsthand experience in Korea’ s advanced IT
industry and digital ecosystem. Supported by a multicultural and multilingual
academic community, the department aspires to become an international
hub for global digital talent development, contributing to the successful
career paths of international students and to sustainable digital innovation in
the global community.
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III. Admission for the Research & Development (R&D) Program
1. Schedule

Category Date Remarks

February 9 (Mon), 2026 Posted on the university
March 9 (Mon), 2026 website

Admission Announcement

February 9 (Mon), 2026 -|All required documents

Online Application & Document Submission )
March 9 (Mon), 2026, by 15:00 |must arrive by March 9

oL . Exact time to be
Oral Examination March 20 (Fri), 2026
announced later

Graduate School
admission website

Final Admission Results June 00, 2026

2. Required Documents for the R&D Program
All documents must be submitted in Korean or English.

Documents written in other languages must be accompanied by a notarized
translation. All certificates must be issued within three (6) months prior to
submission.

A. Online Application

Complete the online application at: https://gs.stu.ac.kr and submit the required documents.

B. Document Submission
A. Online application (Complete the online application form at https://gs.stu.ac.kr, then
submit the required documents).

B. Submission of documents (refer to attached materials) - Submit in person or by
mail.
1 One copy of the Application Form (Attachment 1).
2) One copy of College Graduation (or prospective) Diploma. (applicants for the Ph.D.
program and Th.M. - one copy each of college and graduate school diplomas). The
official university accreditation certificate must be issued by an institution equivalent to
the Korean Ministry of Education or an embassy and must be notarized in Korean or
English.
*  Applicants must submit one of the following documents to verify academic credentials.
Applicants from China are required to submit both (a) and (c):
a) Degree or academic credential documents certified by Apostille (see
Attachment 5)
b) Degree or diploma documents certified by the Korean consulate in the
country where the issuing institution is located.
¢) For applicants from China: Submit a degree or academic certification report
issued by the China Higher Education Student Information and Career Center
(CHSD, under the Ministry of Education of China (applicable only to those
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who obtained their degrees or academic credentials in  China) (see
Attachments 4).

€ However, applicants who obtained their degrees or academic credentials from
domestic universities in Korea may submit degree certificates and immigration

records without official verification.

¥ Applicants who fall under Item 3 of Section 1, “Definition of International
Applicants/Students,” must also submit documents related to their elementary

and secondary education.

3) One copy of the official college transcript (one copy each of college and
graduate school transcripts for Ph.D. applicants and Th.M. applicants)
¥ Applicants who fall under Item 3 of Section 1, “Definition of International
Applicants/Students,” must also submit documents related to their elementary and
secondary education.
4) One copy of Proof of Overseas Residence: One copy (required for Korean-ancestry
foreigners and overseas Koreans).
5) Language Proficiency Documents: One copy of each document corresponding to
the information provided in Section 2 (Eligibility Requirements).
A) Korean track
(D Certificate of Proficiency in Korean (TOPIK Level 3 or higher)

(2) Certificate of Proficiency in Korean (TOPIK Level 2 or higher) and certificate of
completion  (or  expected completion) of 300 hours in the Korean
Language Education Center affiliated with Seoul Theological University

(3) Certificate for the completion (or expected completion) of the third rate
course of the Korean Language Education Center at Seoul Theological
University and a recommendation letter from the Director of the Korean
Language  Education Center (including the results of the university’ s
evaluation)

(4) Certificate for the completion (or expected completion) of the fourth rate course of
the Korean Language Education Center, affiliated with any University granting an
undergraduate degree in South Korea.

B) English Track

(1) Certificate of English proficiency: TOEFL 530 (CBT 197, iBT 71), IELTS 5.5,

CEFR B2, or TEPS 600 (NEW TEPS 326).
(2) Proof of completion of secondary or higher education (e.g., graduation
certificate).
6) One copy each of the Alien Registration Certificates of both the applicant and the
guardian, required only for foreign applicants whose parents are both non-Koreans nationals.
7) One copy of the Applicant’s Passport (must be verified by the STU)
8) One copy of the Alien Registration Card issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Republic of Korea (for foreigners residing in Korea)
9) Documents for Proof of Financial Ability (Submission of item (a) is required in
principle. If submitting both (a) and (b), the Pledge of Financial Support for Study
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Abroad [Attachment 2] must also be submitted.)
A) An official bank statement issued by a bank in South Korea (either in the
applicant” s or the financial sponsor’ s name) showing a minimum balance of
KRW 20,000,000 maintained for at least one month, or an official certificate of
remittance or currency exchange equivalent to KRW 20,000,000 or more.
B) In case of financial sponsor::
(1) One copy of employment certificate or business registration certificate
(2) One copy of property tax taxation certificate
(3) One copy of the Declaration by the Financial Sponsor.
D 10) Documents for Proof of Family Relationship
% Submit a certificate issued by the relevant government authority of the
applicant” s country, verifying that both the applicant and their parents are
foreign nationals.
China: Household Register (Hukou) or Kinship Notarization
Philippines: Family Census
Indonesia: Certificate of Family Relations (KARTU KELUARGA)
Bangladesh: Jumper Kagaz or Jumper Sideticket
Vietnam: Family register (So Ho Khau) or Birth Certificate (Giay Khai Sinh )
Mongolia: Certificate of Kinship
Pakistan: Family Certificate
Sri Lanka: Fowler Certified
Myanmar: Family Relations Certificate (Ying Taung Su Sayen)
Nepal: Jeonmadalda
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Ukraine, Thailand: Birth Certificate
11) One Tuberculosis Diagnosis Certificate (limited to the relevant country):Nepal,
Timor-Leste, Laos, Russia, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Bangladesh, Vietnam, Sri Lanka,
Uzbekistan, India, Indonesia, China, Cambodia, Kyrgyzstan, Thailand, Pakistan, Philippines,
Nigeria, South Africa, Belarus, Mozambique, Moldova, Azerbaijan, Angola, Ethiopia, Ukraine,
Zimbabwe, Kazakhstan, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kenya, Papua New Guinea,
Tajikistan, Peru (35 countries total)

2) 12) Other matters determined by each graduate school - refer to the admission guidelines
of each graduate school (Application fees, Required Documents, and Personal information
provision and use agreement.

Other documents required by the Graduate School

- Refer to the admission guidelines of each graduate school (application fee, required documents,
consent for personal data usage, etc.)
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3. Contact Information & Mailing Address
1) Address

Graduate Academic Affairs Office, 1st Floor, Lee Sung-bong Memorial Hall,
Seoul Theological University, 52, Hohyeon-ro 489beon-gil, Sosa-bon-dong,
Bucheon-si, Gyeonggi-do 14754, Republic of Korea

2) Tel: +82-32-340-9266 / Fax: +82-32-349-9398
3) Websites
- University: https://www.stu.ac.kr/

- Graduate School: https://gs.stu.ac.kr/
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